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Abstract Objective: The research was performed to obtain useful data through which we instruct our
students. Subjects: Fifty-six students of a college were involved in the research. Study design: The
vocabulary of the students was measured by a commercially available vocabulary and reading test,
and GPA of each student was employed as an evaluation of academic achievement. We calculated the
correlation coefficient between the vocabulary score of the test and GPA. Results: Thirty-two students of
56 passed the test (pass group, 57.1%), and 24 students failed the test (failed group). The average of the
vocabulary score was 420.5+79.8 (full marks; 500). The average of GPA was 2.29, and the median was
2.3 (maximum; 4). The correlation between the vocabulary score and GPA was statistically significant
for the failed group (r=0.536, p<0.05). However, no significance was found for the pass group (r=0.146).
Conclusion: As for the failed group, the poorer the vocabulary score is, the lower academic achievement
i1s. This is not the case with the pass group. The result suggests that a poor vocabulary affects academic
achievement but that an abundant vocabulary does not necessarily ensure higher academic achievement.
It can be an effective way to improve academic achievement to give a class which helps students increase
their vocabulary or to encourage students to read books.
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